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Burning to serve his country in the field, Captain Hancock then applied to the Department at Washington to be ordered East for active service. It was a characteristic course for the young officer to take; and it proved a most fortunate step in his career. Kegular army officers of undoubted and pronounced loyalty were in demand at that time, for the organization of the army of volunteers collecting in the several States. There was no mistaking the quality of Captain Hancock's metal; and General Scott, who had personal knowledge of his impetuous gallantry, and his real soldierly ability while serving in the sharp and hot Mexican war, at once ordered him East in accordance with his request.
The order for his transfer came Aug. 3, 1861, and Captain Hancock at once turned over the Quartermaster's Department to his successor, and started for the East, reaching New York in September. Without stopping for a moment, even to visit his parents at Norristown, although he had then been absent from them for more than two years, he pushed straight on to Washington, and reported to the War Department for active service.
At this time Captain Hancock was thirty-eight years of age. He had served with distinction in the war with Mexico and in the everglades of Florida. He had patiently performed the routine duties of the frontier posts at the West. He had studied the situation between the Union and the seceding States, and had definitely made up his mind as to which side called him as a true servant of his country. Although never ae. character of the man displayed itself.   He declared himself without hesitation.ess.
